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BMW 333i ALPINA

Smooth, subtle, spectacular
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™ in = car weighing less than 2800 [k, and outsianding

handling from a suspension system making good wse ol
Birelli P And cerainly one expects smoothness and rding
comifort (rom aiky thing carrying the BMW badgs, Bul putling ali
these gualities topether i & nearly perfect hl=nd is no easy task
and we were selidly inspressed by the 3330 Alpina buill upon a
stzndard LS, 3200 base by THetel Enterprizci. e, 23532 Yin
Fibricanie, Unit E Mission Yiejo, Califl 924675 (714 TeE-1941).
The resclt is an avtemobile watle teazlly veable performance,
deceptively docile unil real speed i wanted, and then it
.;_b'||;l1|;|.1111!_'.'. Efﬁ:-rll-:-:xl_'.' weanilabile.

The BMW sohe fecylinder engine bas always been one of our
favorite powerplants: smasdh, strong and possessing the most
beautiful sound this side of 12 oy lindess. In this form. it has a
bare and simke of 90 x 860 mn. displacing 3210 ce, The
Eurapean verston produces 157 Bhp DM and- 206 1h-t torgue al
350K and 4300 rpan respoctively. The L5, version, o5 used in the
833051 tested i our Seprember issue, is stEll more than adeguate
a I 77 hhp and 196 [b-11. Mike Dictel builtup the fully balanced
Alpine modification with forged pistons, lighter connecting mods,
larger valves (4T-mm intike, 39-mm exlaust), a wilder comeshaft
and 0 %.5:1 compression ratio; iLdemonsigaws the high level of
engineering done by Burkard Bovensicpen's woning firm, prodic.
me b punch withour szenfleing the tiniest bit of refinement or

IT"-_; DT MATURAL b expect high pesformance from 240 Bhp

fexability. S0 smooth and quiet is the engine ol kw spocds thar
erandma wouldn't kave any qualms riding with vou, and there is
o much porgue {228 Th-fi ot S350 rpm ) that oud-rangs aocelera-
tben s Ferrari-like amid the grestest calm. The 333 simply glides
away. from -other cnrs, with s little Dess that moso drivers aren’t
aware thev're being dusied offs Bub al least o 523 owners
nadiced.

Mgzl fipures his Alpina s sale to T2 rpm bat has a 6700 ney
limiter. We used 8500 epm during owr aceelention riens, pecord-
ing 7.0 e 1060 mph-and 15.7 1o the quarter-mile hitting $3.5
mph at that point. Theee figunes are very close e those achieved
by U 928 tesred in April

The ensine 5 just part of fhe Alping package nstalled by
Dl & Getrap-built 5-spesd Iransmission with raes of 337,
Tie, 132 L24 and LDKED drives inia an Alpina Ti-percent
limtired-slip differentinl whick translers the power wothe bock
wheels, This snme combination was wsed on the 3200 Alpina
tested Inst year but with a bewer numerical 3.246:1 Anal-drive rtio
miore pppropriate o the extra wegue, The cluich. of Tii type alsa
used on the CELcoupes, hos low pedal effor and funcrions with
grearsmaoothness, The same Alpina suspension modifications are
made. mainly stiffer springs. specizl anticroll kars and Bilsizin
shocks: the frone end is owered {enough that we found 1he front
air dam o be 2 problem on dips and driveways), and whals the
back cind sits down oo, there is a noticzahle ke that is probakly
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ihe cor's mnosl aye- L.m'_hl-lg feature ather thin the hlee -‘;|.|:-|'"|:1
side stripss -:In!emﬂlnr_w the Alpina was all but ignored by
drivers of larger BMWs but of immense interest Lo those in 003s
and 330k The brakes are Alpina ventilnted discs in frant and
stadard (Ewrepean) 3231 discs in back, The payoff comeas with
the 177s, 205050 VR 15 mounted on Alpina-center BBS split-rim
whiels.
With the ¢-cvlindsr engine and the various Alpina parts the=—
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333 weighs [83 Ib mane then a production 3200 esied i 15760
Bt the butlery has been moved o the ook which helps held the
increase on the oosc w2 percent. Weight distribution is &
marigeable 36744 porocnt.

The skidpad and slalom periormances were oll thit we ex-
pected from this combioation. preducing hE35g and 35.2 mph on
the 100-10 radius. and o superb §1.2 mph throush the cones.
There 1 mald undersieer wp e the oo and. moscimpaeriant, the
tail doese’t vorme ool when backing off. making the 3330 2 very
sl car o Lvres i1 s, The Llimited-clipis o real help coming
oul of cormers. '!.;n:n:p-u'@ the inside hack whesl an the ju':l a0 Lhe
pHfvEr can hie used, [ has n minor effect of crealing a nasliceable
bzt mioit n5|_|'=|.'linn:|'.'|le uhirp n hand lack at kow :.FIEI'."I\J.‘\.. In naeriiel
driui:ng the ride is vEry n'.'-::-:lr.piiunl, ju:il & bil harsh aver abrup
rZ:_icn'n:'s. amd ]'.-u:l'.hnle.-: bzl merre thian Hul:l:-l'ul.'ll:-r_'_-' lor sedate Laimly

uses a1 high speeds the car is exiremaly stables so Lthal s
maximnum {129 mph a0 S300 in dih; withoot the ney e e
fisare pr YHH rpm owould k2141 mph)os e omanageable realiy.
rather thin o lesg=silueliomn uq.'n'.'-:l:ll'.l:lll.hl'l:lu‘.'l'li. Althiongh the close
ralios” give greal seceleration, we'd lave bked an even lower
numerizal 3th for crumsimg, as 4th already akes vou 1o the wp ol
the aecelerstion curve, We wnderstand thar a 3eh 2ear in the 080
range will he ovailable Buter. ALany fawe, wo obzined 200 mpz
Mesl econamy in reguler driveng s e theosle is needed

Briking wasn™ guile ax nomarkableoas e aceckmbon and
handling; pedal modulation ws geod butinital right frong lock-
up was eombaed with a pulsation that suggested a detail
problem at that eorner rather than in the system averall. The
braking effect is cartninly adeguote o the performance. nev-
crtbichiss, with sopping distancss el L340 from 60 mphand 233
fronn B,

Insade, the car s premy much sinndand BAMW, which is linc.
The Scheel-bwils bine-nnd-presn siripad Alpina scals an: a big
improvement for luterzl support on bard divesg. with only the
minor annayance, outially, of sleding ane’s hips over ihe raised
sides on entry. The standard rear cushions have heen re-zphol-
stened mn the same patiern. the sieering wheel is an Alpina, and
the mounting of VDN oil pressare and oil and witer lemperature
gaupss are theoonly other interior changes

Everything except the eogine. which docsn't. of courss, mest
emissinn slandurds, s o posible moduicaien on any U5 220
Bul Detel’s 1%7% plans are weosubmul o car with cotalyse-
cquipped, smog-legal, 2.8-liner cngioe as a D-milenge et cor in
reler G gecure 2 manelaciores’s siecker and producs ugp g 2000
cars.. He fAyures the present cer could be deplicaied for pbour
ST, 30K amed thae the 1979 hased I.':IIIHV.I:-II-h:Ejﬂ car would l.'_l.'l|'|1{“
in a5 substomiinlly less, 17 the ol allamound funcloan of sur
current west ear is closely matched. o irue enthusiast’s meing:dype
sedan slowld be a road reality. We're looking foraand to it as we
were sorey b have 10 give this 3230 bock! =
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