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Sharp-handiing 1081 loses e In righdicy to waloon; i i
Baur's first Targe. Alpina sports whesl s from later car; 10
sfioys worn UK market fitting, a sop to help justify high prics=
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mikale, the baly BAMW drophead has
been tap of the heap tor more than
three decades, For many de E30 325 sl e
BMW soft top aril, even |1 wvears after it
succession, there are still many residents of
Chelsea, Kensinmon — and Brixton = who
plainly prefer it 1o the lages models, But there
wady BAVIW fresh aie pre J-series thats less
CCHTITTIA N, % I:||-. l'-'|||||:-.|I I-'.I'III |I.l-| |Ir'l.'I! |||:-..'|-
IPLE L IS unior mi liels sinee phe lnoe Hlk,
1||- 1 6UK-2 aprpeta red i 1964, and the '| ()}
inn 68, Froan Januarey "68, a preony 10U [ull oon-
vertble was offered, built by Karosserie Baur
aif Obsmalmiick, Te ws jodned three vwears later by
the equivalent chopped 2-litre. Unhapyly; this
coinchded with a tme of i I""-Illl'l' paranoid
sifety I..~ lslation in the TS, and comcerns that
(TN S ¢ enilid b Banmed alrogether led vo th
|latrer’s abbreviated lifespan of only six months

Just 200 wigre made

I didiea iod -II-I!.'H.':'l":'.'L wwas toso e to bury,
O ENET, anid In f.||'. |"'_| the full copvertl |-'
..l..|._.|_:_|-..|.|'|. one with 1 top reniorced |'|-. i
sicel E[ | hibs prrenided rill prrrkectag frot
|||| |_|||_|_||I||'. ] |"|| FerEierEH ||||.|l.|' %14 || iz st
et lover with the ool & versinn of this had
ppenresd on the Trmmph Stag the yvear he fore,
bag thar used @ coneral |||rr|-.-||'|||-:. thie hioog
pis the windsereen surmound, where the Baar
used slim side members, thus retaning the
Lo window ipermures

[The "0 |:||!_.|, Cahnolet, ot |.I|!-'.--Il-|‘-
cabriolet, 45 it wis v |'.'.l-||-1::. referred w, wasa
degiralile car, and had to e it costas much §s
1l I.'I:'"i"'. { e @ Pesiir-viear |1r| TRAN R A1)} |I|.I.'
2317 were sold = only cver as 4 single=carbu
rettor 2002: noither o twin-carb o mof
mechanii .||'::. nfecred of was offered

From it functional four-suare bsoks o
detaits siech a5 the Auted door handles and blue
Beaser baddpes o the werges, i 15 8 ocoe of real o
goter, This was Baurs first Targs, and it i
executed differemdy o the | ey ones, | he roll
hisogy b part of the ool % uiter surlace, nol
by ng coveres | by thie remsonit hile sectyon as on
later models, and houses small windows that
wind open an inch. The rear section folds into
a space behind the sears, and o tonmesn amached
[k} Ii"!I.' et B T '|.|-'_"|- Hife e T legve it mieal
anidd s warh the boot. The bont panel s s,
crwered o mateh the hood secton, and it has
an anractive plested ining, Tounclips and stow
neatly on lugs in the wop of the boot, rokking
ol a litle lugma € Space. Lt 1'--|-|-'|I“-| i
in b |'||1.|| thie windecreen surronmed, but on th
02 it clurnpe on top. This means thae it vou
I .|'|;._|,'_-||_|- el I..'IE'.I'.l"laI wll asnach psell at
E141 L'II_ Ymother oaldiey of this ||'|"'|_|.r|' in that
water runs off the hood intotroughs nside th
il -."a.ll.u'uj,'.fuln'u.'.l'l pipees. | her sl s L.I!.';: s
b D .|~-|rl-.|_-;||_-.|||| ||l. |1|-r--r|||.|.'-'.'. examyles

".1|,||1||||-\. ally the s straneheforward,
l.|l-\._|_|_| |_.\_|,J~|I-|||_ | AR iC 13 I|I|| I.Ldl". 'II' Hll"
Il...|_||'b..l\..l l-\._I,IIII s ok |IJ|I5_| il ey “"l-l_'l"- SEILE
—struts, i variation on railing arms and an in
line everhead cam engine. On the maove l'u'l
smple dna | hemvesst. VWith o wil |||'|' engine dedis
ering  en wrh power o ||.'.1.|. I||I| ."l| (!
wonderfully g ght, mechanical I-- tr the
pearchange, it} rewarding to row along, The
ricle wnd handbing are stmilarty wut, gving the
feelng of a light ¢ar on firm suspension. The
SEFLUCTHICE 18 CormiTeno ahly TIL.LI BOSTTE laetle o
the saloon. The only real negative ksan entire Iy
|II|III'\-||I|'||I:." CTEEIERE LR




"1I|.|'-||||1' froam the 02 myothe F2 D 323, itas
plain how far the mime moved on with r.hl.""'-l
'--.-.rlu. When introduced i 1975 there was
crimersm thar the ‘three” lacked the charscter
and handlhng of its much-loved sibling, but the
323 feels an altoerether more grown-up motor
car. For a start there's that silky sic-cylinder
ul'..I|||.-.l. |‘.|| {ESE i -||g|| -.-|||||||-\; ||'-'|'.1|;||~; btam
til papes anid, as soon as you get rolling, there
1% 0 (HERRIIE SENAATION LIEE Bomest) hasz heen
replaced with sophistcaton, Where the "0
feels stmndl, the 3231 feels ke o big car thot jus
happens o be small, Chine inel refined, it
smnoth = and & perfect candidate for trans-
continental touring

Lo inerosductiom, Th T ol the Fange wiks
the four-eyiinder 320, the six-cvlinder 320 and
324 arrving in 77 and Baur versions only
|||,;|"\--.'".||I!_' available i 1980, The 3238 quickh
pained 4 reputation for being a mil-happy,
undrivahlie hios igran ot o ear Luckinge thie obder
el finese. Irwos damned st for the nme
"'|1I|I1||'|!; d o ertul sty-cylimder engine oo
such a semall bosdy, still Breed wich '02-ope
semml-trasling wrrn resr suspension, made for an
svterinining drive.,, and PR ided the perfect
apportunity for fools to make fools of them-
selves, even in the dry,

e ear lounches ‘rlrl-|:|III|I||III what feelds Hke
a short 8.3 secs and, where speed himits allow,
ie-will crume comiforizably all day at more than
|-|'-'III|-|1 "hie s ISPYERSIIN I8 SOIT, FIvIng an
crclenring habit of sgustting and stc L ny 1ts
nosc in the air when vou plunt vour right fowt.
Throw it at 0 comer and it st hunkers down
anid gets an with it, m the satisfying way that
-'-II|I. i _-:-m' Feild -.|||'.| i cairi, Bhis Cirs ||||1|Ir-|
slip differential no doube helping oue Ondy fife-
IR ORI COrners 18 8 no-n, wirse o e el
Armviericin cars that siiffered froim SOV SPrHE
rites and less comenng power thy mn the 02
The Him ILSine ride is -||._|'|I 1 .|=-rl.|I b the |'-||.
-\."|||||||'. ol 2evrele ghi |L;' Wt iT E ||-.|,-'-\. i loe 1
it .||.-'. L I

The top differs from the *02, in having the
rear windiows behind the roll hoop and the
Frestn s I|l|.'lI||.|-i|'-|‘.;|.J'-.nllllr|.'. [ he bl it
balids o gopy of the rear shelt, onad even with the
ERLAAa e (TR} -|I:_1|'|| LWVET TT) II||_I. it ug an smll o ks
like Chsimodos anclie. Small drivers wall see
lirtle but a hump in the mirmor

”||||||r.|'\-|||| Hout did a good job, |-|-i1 g,
the cur is ticdy anid only above Slmph is there a
'.||!'|‘I.’. rostle oo the rear hood section, bt
thers ik fone of that sensition of movemerit
that you get in g conventional soft top. In fact
1 -II||'.I|:. teels ke o saloon

Oieher advartiges to the Baur armangement
ihow why some people opted for it over the
liter factory E30 comvertble. There are four
configurations: |-:-|I~ up; top downg front open

i and B o1, Teal down
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redr up, largs sty
whibch can be d godsend inoreally hot sun. Yoo
an even wae a risof rack

From 1987 the A0 goosk erver 1o beconmie thie
defimitive 3-senies. In 1985 the 3251 replaced
the 3235 an the bop of the range and, 1 "8,
convertibles armived 1o Britmn, the model
continuing untl 1991, Brur versions had been
mvitlable, selling only iy Bmiges] s bery = bagt
s oo wad bl by BATW, The hood mkes
mly seconds to drop, disappearing under a
] tomnesi, and w |rJ'| the windows dowwn it
bsecommies naked oo the waist

BAVIMVY went to great lengths to ensare that
the hood was a rind strocture, with 28 Teflan
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Chunky El1l Arst J-series coxes "Ts beols, hood s less slogant
than ity predecessor. Fast in a straight lins) @ilhappy handlng W
tempeEred iy hmiltad-sllp 4 an this car, Recaras fram an M55

U lassie & "'|||-|1|'.E af




———— e ——

Dearings, and a complex stoel frame, It can't

compete with the hapd toag oof the Bang tor

-||1-r|1=_-. ||III It 1% |-r|_'?.|l. !.:- W 'l.|r||-l.|_':—_ |||' i
three-laver construction, the hood is wnlined
ind, top up, this gives o surpristngly low-rent
feel to the interior, with the structure of thy
tramie visible all ground voy

['he elassi Square-cut I-series feels muach
wider and lower than the firsg 12 31, bur it is only
Vimm broader, The dash is almaoss tmchaned
trom thie B2 1, bur the trim looks risoe inodern
und more substantial, The apeianl, heavily
|---.'-.r.;-n-|: Hecarow look L8 l-.‘: anid LTI v
firmmhy, Sesr up and the exhaust is much deepes
exiting throveh twin large-herg prpes on th
wxmie side. This i3 fast car: O o 60moh . VAT
g m Ho 0 secs, nnd Einir on to :1'*:||||:-I1 Th:
Bl oS were pucker, bt a log of ENEICering
went into sntening the shell, and it adds
considerable weight, Irseemse to work. a5 ther
s only the occasional tremor of w tittle shake
[ hi SUspErion s i, with g w ell-conrralled
ridle, and d theer sghly secure and chuckahi
teel to the handling, It all feels more modemn
than the E21. but it comes over as s Little lpss

. B
_ it g refrmed than e exrlier ca

The 2002 is4 surehire clessic. with st ar
vithaes 1o match, Tis "Hiks b, feel and ahil;
tes muke 1t 9 great car to cherish, bt perhaps
it b0 v weith every day, The 325 thoroughly
descrves its popularity, and it is o vervthing that
vl e || H:-\.l iF ll.l|-| i, JII'- r;'!l. :\-:_-'-I fi.‘l'..l r|1 -'_".
the Aunt Sally: Unfishionably middle-aeed. the
first 3series is o forpotien miwlel, maoss has g
sucetim bed o abuse and rust, and the few thar
Vi &ee arownd are almcise alw WS i !||.. I L
egs. Lhe E21 3231 is a copuble and likeahle car,
and inn Baur form it has bath charm and prac-
cality. It 1s a shame that time und fishion ha
il so harshly with i &

Thanks to tha B Car Cliike call O 115 TORO0G

ALPINA'S MI BAITER
Wyau fancy something rarer than an E30 M3
FAELop, and about as poweerful, Alpings £2 2 7 j5
|52 Ehe thing, I you wanted one in | 988 et
had o stump up anather L6995 plus VAT an iop
ol your niew 3258 This car'’s first ewner muse
e been loaded becauss, before corversion, iz
Wil alrpady o rare Motarsport verslon, and had
ket har back £28 950 Only |08 were produced,
neluding aaloone. It sperts fat Alping wheels snd
s sxirti plus o special grade of lesther, Alaina
whaal and gear hrel — and § Fiumbered |‘||,-||_-|ui_-
onthe dash The roof dropy alectricaly

Sart up.and Alpinay enging work — strok ing
to 1.7 fres, revisad head, oversized valvas
Mahle plavons pha lumpy cam - makes ital
kricrwn, with & race-car idle it's an bneh (owes
than the standard e, with Bilatesns sl rewind

Pottering along with this car's four-speed
auta in'E', Ity anly thi exhaust that R o
harp. Turn the knob t0°'F, and all hell breaks
laosa, It holds to the red ling. snd won't change
itk bourth ungd yeu rn the knob ta'E" The
fueted 2| Olsha
feel conpervatnie
thsi ranual could
da O-60miph in 6.9
dic and |45mph
thie muts only
ractionilly sicwar
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Prodiuile 7258471 98590
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Brakes discs all mouns
Length | 71, Tin Widdh &5 %in
Height 53.7m Weight 24908
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D-drriph 7 4 secs Price new
£ EATG [(B6) Mow £5500
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Baur did sarly E10 Targas, than BiEW devaloped full convertibilie
n-house, shell i strengthensd axtansively, Optlanal Bscarms:
double locks for security; cruns-sgake alloys de rigusur for 'B0s
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